
Norwood 
Hardware 
hosted the 
September 
Business 
After Hours in 
Norwood on Thurs., Sept. 18

Women in Business 
hosted by Cowgirl 
Society & Co.

Thurs., Oct. 9, 
8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
Cowgirls, Coffee and Connections! Featuring 
Milk & Honey Coffee Bar and Lil Buddy’s Donuts!

Business After Hours at 
Loping Crow Distillery

Hosted by The Biz Spa

Thurs., Oct. 16, 5:30 p.m.

OCTOBER EVENTS

SPECIAL EVENTS

Stanly County Chamber of 
Commerce announces the 2025-2026 

Class of Leadership Stanly
The Stanly County Chamber of Commerce is thrilled to announce the 2025-2026 Class of 

Leadership Stanly.  Since 1989, the Stanly Chamber and Leadership Stanly have been ded-
icated to ensuring that the community’s most influential and esteemed leaders are well-in-
formed about local issues and passionate about the community’s success.  

This talented group of leaders will engage in a 9-month program that includes exclusive 
tours and hands-on experiences and working closely with area leaders who daily tackle 
the community’s biggest challenges.   Armed with new knowledge, connections and per-
spectives, Leadership Stanly graduates are well-prepared to take their places as effective 
community leaders.    

The 24 members of the 2025-26 class are:  Jason Barbee, City of Albemarle Fire; Eric 
Baldwin, GHA; Hailey Black, Tillery Compassionate Care; Emma Bost, What A Burger 
#13; Annie Brown, Stanly County; Cindy Burris, City of Albemarle Parks & Rec.; Mark 
Childers, Piedmont Natural Gas; April Coble, Stanly County Schools; Terry Dudney, Stan-
ly County Schools; Dave Emrich, Emricci Pizzeria; Louisa Jane Hartsell, Hartsell Funer-
al Home; Jessica Honeycutt, Locust Parks & Rec., Matthew Kelly, Stanly County Public 
Library; Renee McRae, Pinnacle Financial Partners; Jessica Palmer, Atrium Health Stan-
ly; Kara Pless, First Bank; Diane Robertson, Preformed Line Products; Caroline Sowards, 
Pfeiffer University; Ashley Spenard, Atrium Health Stanly; Stuart Talbert, Stanly Commu-
nity College; Susan Tucker, Uwharrie Bank; Jordan Whitley, Faith Alive Ministries; Ric 
Wojcik, Fiberon and Shelli Yelton, Uwharrie Bank.

Class members participated in an orientation and a local two-day retreat in September at 
the Farm Bureau Livestock Arena, Juneberry Ridge and the Carolina Treetop Challenge 
where they engaged in team-building exercises and activities focused on getting to know 
classmates and understanding their own leadership styles.  Participants will attend a full-
day session each month from October through May to enhance their knowledge of Stanly 
County and cap off the experience by planning and implementing a class project.  

Members of the Leadership Stanly Steering Committee include: Sylvia Lewis, Stanly 
Community College; Candice Lowder, Stanly Community College; Tracy Sells, Preformed 
Line Products; Lisa Moehn, Stanly County; Janet McClure, State Employees’ Credit Union; 
Kenny Kendall, Albemarle Fire Department; Taylor Smith, Fiberon; Lisa Kiser, City of Al-
bemarle Parks and Rec; Lindsey Almond, City of Albemarle, Greta Baucom, Atrium Health 
Stanly and Amber Wilson, Atrium Health Stanly 

The Stanly Chamber of Commerce is confident that the 2025-26 Leadership Stanly Class 
will continue the program’s legacy of excellence. By fostering collaboration, understanding 
and innovation, these leaders will play a pivotal role in shaping the future of Stanly County.  

Leadership Stanly participated in a two-day retreat on Sept 23 & 
Sept. 24 at various locations in Stanly County

Dinner on 
Main was held 
in downtown 
Albermarle on 
September 20 
with over 160 
guests in attendance

Leadership 
Stanly 
Orientation 
was held at 
Uwharrie 
Vineyards & Winery on Tues., 
Sept. 16

110 Main 
Mercantile 
hosted the 
September 
Women in 
Business event on Thurs., Sept. 25 
in downtown Norwood


